Name: Kunal

My academic degree program: Civil and Environmental Engineering
Why I chose BPA as my employer of choice: 

I was contacted by Terry Esvelt because of the BPA-sponsored science bowl, and heard great things about the student program, including the opportunity to work with great people, apply the knowledge I had learned in school, and learn a great deal about the power and structural industries.
As a student, examples of the type of projects that I work on include: 
Creating finite element models, performing seismic walk downs of substations, programming in visual basic for applications, reviewing tower designs, and various other projects.
What I find challenging and exciting about working here:

The tasks I am given require learning new concepts, applying what I had previous learned at college, and building new widely-applicable skills. At the end of the summer, I have already learned and applied a great deal of the following college year's curriculum.
I feel like a valued member of the team because: 

I am encouraged to ask questions, included in trips and designing processes, and feel like a co-worker rather than a student intern.
Overall, what makes BPA a great place to work:  
The work environment is fantastic; the individuals at BPA are encouraging, open, and brilliant. They treat students like co-workers, are always willing to explain work and ideas patiently and thoroughly, and regularly challenge me to develop new skills and learn new applicable ideas.

