Name: Karlee 

My academic degree program:  Finance 

Why I chose BPA as my employer of choice: 

I wanted to work in an environment that would allow me to use the skills I am learning in college and apply them to real life situations.  Working for BPA gives me hands on experience with financial situations and problems while being assisted the whole way through, so that I learn while I work.  

As a student, examples of the type of projects that I work on include:  

Making PowerPoint presentations, working on the SharePoint site, and assisting the Deputy CFO and team on the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.  
What I find challenging and exciting about working here: 

The most challenging aspect to BPA is understanding the complexity of the organization.  I have been told there is a six to 18 month learning curve to understanding all that BPA does and that goes on pertaining to the organization.  The good thing is though no one expects you to understand everything in the first day. The most exciting aspect about working for BPA is that the environment of BPA is constantly changing, so it enables each day to be different and you get to learn something new everyday.  Working in an environment that is always evolving keeps work from becoming mundane. 

I feel like a valued member of the team because of the praise I receive when I accomplish a task.  From simply thank you emails to ecards I know that the work I have accomplished was valued by my team members.  I have never been surrounded by more positive people that are willing to help one another and give advice to the newcomer.  

Overall, what makes BPA a great place to work:  

Being hired at BPA was a significant milestone in my life (so far).  I have been given the opportunity to take what I am learning and apply it to real situations.  I cannot speak highly enough of the other employees at BPA.  From my very first day the welcoming I felt when I arrived could not have been greater.  The help and support from each person I work with is overwhelming.  I feel honored to be working at Bonneville Power Administration.    
