Name: Evan Farris

My academic degree program: I am currently enrolled at Gonzaga University seeking a four year degree in Business Administration with a concentration in Law and Public Policy.  At this time I am also working on a minor in Political Science.  This semester I am conducting my studies abroad in Florence, Italy.

Why I chose BPA as my employer of choice: When I first discovered an opportunity to work with BPA I was ecstatic.  BPA is a large organization with a strong and far-reaching reputation.  That combined with the great experience of its personnel made it an ideal agency to work with.  As such a large organization it grants the opportunity to work and experience a variety of fields from environmental law to electrical engineering.  The ability to move around and try different things all within one organization greatly appealed to me. 

As a student, examples of the type of projects that I work on include:

As a student I was able to work on a variety of projects under Contract Administration.  A majority of my work involved assisting the contract administrators in making updates and creating correspondences related to customer contracts.  My work involved a sizable amount of computer operation, more specifically Microsoft Excel, Access, and Word.  At times I would have to research customer related information in order to create the most accurate and up-to-date adjustments to customer contracts.
What I find challenging and exciting about working here:

The most challenging aspect of working at BPA is understanding the general scheme of how things work.  During meetings and throughout discussions I often struggled to understand what was being discussed mostly because I didn't understand what all the acronyms meant, nor did I know much about the true business and design of BPA.  Nonetheless this is what made my experience so exciting.  BPA was very good about helping me to learn and understand how the agency works.  I was given the opportunity to go out into the field on numerous occasions in an effort to better understand how things work.  Furthermore, BPA offers several classes that give you a better perspective about how the energy system works.  Above all the most exciting part of my work was being given the opportunity to work with professionals in a respectable organization that fosters personal learning and advancement.
I feel like a valued member of the team because: I felt like a valued member of my team primarily because I was given the same level of responsibility and was expected to work by the same standards that every other BPA employee is subjected to.  When a task was given to me I treated it seriously and in return I was given a prescribed level of respect.  It's this notion of equality that allowed me to feel as if I was a valued member of my team.
Overall, what makes BPA a great place to work: My experience at BPA was great for a number of reasons.  However, as a student intern the most important thing for me was that I had learned something by the end of the day.  BPA fosters an environment of advancement and continued education - everyone is willing to help.  The people I worked with made me feel at home.  I feel privileged to work and BPA, and continue to cherish the opportunity I have been given.  

