Name: Charles

My academic degree program:

Electrical Engineering, Ph. D., Oregon State University
Why I chose BPA as my employer of choice:

I had met BPA employees through my graduate research at Oregon State University.  BPA has actually funded several research projects in my group at OSU, and BPA representatives would come to our meetings from time to time.  I was always impressed with the people I met from BPA, and it seemed like a good organization.  Therefore, when I heard about the summer internship program, I applied.
As a student, examples of the type of projects that I work on include:

Land Use Review Requests
Electric Field and Audible Noise analysis for rights-of-way
Counterpoise corrosion R & D study
Visual Basic programming for electric field, magnetic field, audible noise, and other analysis tools
Modeling for 3D electric field analysis
What I find challenging and exciting about working here:

I have been able to work on real engineering projects, and have been given the flexibility to go deeper into the subject matter behind the projects if I wish.  It seems like there are always new opportunities for learning when working here, even for those who have worked at BPA for many years.  I think it will be hard to become bored at BPA.
I feel like a valued member of the team because:

My supervisor and co-workers have been willing to let me have the training I need.  I have not had that "thrown to the wolves" feeling, which seems too common in the workplace, while here at BPA.  I have been given the opportunity to work on real projects, the same ones that the other engineers in my group do on a regular basis.
Overall, what makes BPA a great place to work:

Now that I have worked here for a summer, I have found BPA a great place to work.  The people are capable and professional, and the atmosphere is supportive.
 

